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it seriously; nobody could, for nobody could make head or tail
of it. The mass understood and understands nothing and does
not want to understand. Each individual holds to whatever he
can comprehend in it all, to any particular bit that concerns
him personally. The things that stir most men and fire their
enthusiasm are the rhythm, the new tempo, the activity, that
take them out of the humdrum daily life: with these things
much can be done, the masses can be inflamed. They are
matters of emotion, with much the same appeal as the call of
the first Wandervogel movement, which brought men away from
the security of their homes and sent them on a roving life: an
emotion compounded of romance and boredom. The initiated
member, the old Pg, knew that the whole tableau of philo-
sophical outlook and party doctrine was only of symbolic
value, something to stir men's imagination, to divert their
thoughts from other things, to discipline them. It was a cover
for realities which must not be "given away" to the masses, He
himself, the old Pg, was a Catilinarian, a mere condottiere; or,
if he was an idealist, in his progressive liberation from the
crude ikon-worship of the National Socialist masses he felt a
pride of partnership in the reality behind it, the heroic nihilism
of the party, inculcated in the young men as soon as they
were old enough for the senior groups of the Hitler Youth. If
we try to understand what it is that tempts Hitler again and
again to dwell on Freemasonry, on the Jesuits, or on the
Teutonic Order, we come close to the essential secret of the
National Socialist elite, the "mystery," as the Teutonic Order
called it, the esoteric doctrine confined to the brethren who were
called to initiation. It was the piecemeal character of their
initiation into secret aims, the aims and methods of a ruling
class, by stages of discipline, enlightenment, liberation, that set
the eyes of National Socialism in envious rivalry on such
organizations as Freemasonry,
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